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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:

ORDINANCE 2007-635
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT FOR PARCELS 108 AND 706  IN THE EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEEDING CITY OF JACKSONVILLE VS. CLEAR CHANNEL OUTDOOR, INC., ET AL.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville filed an eminent domain action to condemn certain property in Duval County, Florida for constructing and maintaining improvements to New Kings Road; and


WHEREAS, Sections 112.307(a)(2)(iii) and 112.308 of the Jacksonville Municipal Code require that the City Council approve a settlement when the total amount of the settlement is $50,000 more than the amount of money posted by the City at the time of the Order of Taking; and


WHEREAS, the parties have agreed after court-ordered mediation and pre-trial hearings to settle all claims including the value of the property taken, damages, attorney’s fees and experts’ costs for $287,400; and


WHEREAS, the City’s appraiser valued the taking at $31,100 and the owner’s appraiser and business damage experts valued the taking at $1,043,900; and


WHEREAS, statutory fees and costs resulting from a trial could exceed $350,000 in addition to the cost of the property; and


WHEREAS, the owner of Parcels 108 and 708 has agreed to the terms set forth in this Ordinance rather than try the issue of value before a jury; and


WHEREAS, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the public to agree to the terms of the settlement agreement rather than incur the costs and risks of trial; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Office of General Counsel of the City of Jacksonville is hereby authorized to settle Parcels 108 and 706 according to the terms of this ordinance.  A site map of Parcels 108 and 706 is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Bruce Page_________________________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Bruce Page
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